
DEEP M.EL-\NCHOJ,Y 

CH�,w3 llE,$1\'v\ fA i 5

Le.t ll:: lm,1ginc that you dhl· J)Ot atqdre this book in 2022 when it' \,1as first relea�ccl. 

1.llis CPJ)Y yoo i)O\.V hold \'\".tl:' once hright and i:ighdy bo1.md-c1,lld w the touc.h and redolent 

ni· p.ri.ot:ei::'s varllisl-1 not quite (:ured. It wa.s :he-pride oi artist Mic:h�d Brennan> whc., labored 

for �•c;us m'er hi.s gc1)tlc cacic.;tt11ce of th� Stn Frand:;..:o art S(.i.�nc. 
Now., chougb, Beerman is lo1)g dC'.;d, and .llong with hiro ;,1.ll the actors who i.nhabit 

ttw�� pages, And )'OU fo\lnd the. book somewhe.re, dusty and dog-ca.red.� 
A(e fhcte Jjhr.aties, :•nd score,:.: that scr old an l'J<.mk...;;., �till! Or hav,: they gone th(: way of 

the itincranc dn:us an<l c-he. carniv1;1�. thos...; h::ilfA,11orkl �p:t<:es recalled h(�n:? 

Hoot on the high �heH, filed ,unong :he Bs, perhaps you fou,nd this rdit': it) a pl.ace \ess 

t)obte. On dt<: rloor of :mold man's kit(:hcn> say, lcvdi1)� a ta.bk leg. in am· c::ise� vou took 
the .::urious thing home, ,1iming co puzzh; it ouc. 

So, co hdpwith rh:◄t,_ k:t's Sli<Utwith the olwiom. Peoplt; dot)itbuy honks for thdr pret� 

ao:s. Even if they rcl;dvc,I it as H gift-1K,, especially if tl)e,,' reccivt�1 it as a tokt1) of resped. or 
Affi.'.<.'.tion--the Gr.st pcr)-,1,m r:o own tht; >)bje.::r.l'l(>.\t; in yo1J1: hands km:w che- artist� or the sul,jects> 

Ol' the seen�. They k.new what they were getting into, and tb<.·y likely :;kipp.ed th.i:; ttxc. 
'X/he.chtr friend or t.."<H'\Stant S\lt)l)l)t'lU or. cat-u,(ll buyer, dlt first qwoe-r saw ;i relation• 

ship iH,t onl�• l�twee1) hook and {\n. b1..1.t l.:<)Qk and .sdf. The book \\r.l.S ..1 .sOU\1t.nh of the 

CX.pi;rict'H"t'- n{ th� p:-4.intln.J:,�) :l.nd ice .\c,q_uirition. w,n :ln �xt:i--f'l ;�ion of chat cxperit'n<.:e, folly� 
part of it. Or ehc it wat- c.\ r�p<)Tt on t>�intin� tlw.y had nm �t!e-n b1.1r. knew sc)tn'ethjrlg.ab()u.t.
In ;.n)· case> for theo, this., printed colll�Cti<>r.l.. l)eeded 1l{:) .i .ntrc.x.luctiop.

Here is \\'b.\t chey under$1.0od: The t!.lnli: in ';:vhich most of t.hese paintings we.rt: made
wal'i a.n <(OX ions (.)ne. That .1.metl�\1.,\i.:�S: \.$ not ''refle�:ted in" Brenniu) 's pit:nm�, rh..� way c,iti.c:;.
often describe: the effl..'(;t of S()\;ial force:; o;,: arr. Nor is it {he- mo�t \:isible point in pictures
f\ill ofhmvn<lo hnmo1: and blitht- sav.:::a::.n). Y�t ang�t ::;cars its \�·ay chrow;h th� �·orks, like
•noln•n ro ·k • fr � · c; OOZtt\�: om nsSur\1',S in-' vok:mic slope.
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Ov�r tht near-decade this ' .. nc· ,h1--
, S(;nes was in ges'tatio t.g IX)fS we had thought ' f . 

n> there Was :-t· •. • "-e,re ::\IT and kjndb _ 
· �t:ai:-·of�<.)n< cissittt: whq demanded t, be . 

egan <:hcer.ing a fol ,. 
. ·cm that 

, o. pre{Hd<�nt. Th.en fo. ' 
. - 1\)Jnatlng, rac b .. St1 rred into th.at volac.ile mi,c, <:quid , . f' 

ur �ea.r:.s.«.�f ev�r-preseuc ttar I 
t: a1l1hg n-a,,' ·-.. set ire to our • 

' t >�� real rnore dread follov.· d . . C.<.)pntty <,>t Olow Ro'.t•�,e • as rn tl11ons sickened and 1· d I . up our ':''Odd 4--d a> . I < u� 'W)1lec-a) I 
-·•u1 °i>'Ctgamsc t "le efforts of science . . I 

. C\!. ati,t\!l p1"jlif .· .. 
. 

. co sa\•e t. ,em� whethe( fr . . lHitns led. � rP-.: dlJ"n(lte chan.c,tc. orn a s1le1\t vin.ts ot I . 
�It- t )e fo:ry cfftc:0; otBrennan and hi$ longtime girlfri�nd had d I . . , 1· . 

ma ca o:Vd;• ht)m.c abov . in an aging, •g:ht,mdustrial l'>uilding in San Fr' . . fJ 
. e /\ hincuon\ll.stndio

d 
. a.nc1sco, ut, b.ic.k ·the· . c>or, homelessness and. i� accompa:Flv· 'l ill . 

n) '5ceps t�on,\ r.hcirfron1 • u g. ne-."&es were 24-hour .... .d Of • · ,. mm en.�orfl� 1· · · our e.ra s mei:cy. , �c tm•1ilti;;1ni
Justabouc ev¢ryo11e inches¢ pictt1res i��l\miling -�1.t·re htJt"ll :1- •. . . • " ' ,... r.n::it ts around th!!m i$wash mg away, hceraHy dripping from the cafwas. 
Th.e reprodtlctions her·e ai'e all of 9H paindngs, it mqs.c be �aid. EV<.�n the marls th.at 

look lik.e they came from a spraY..-can were hand·p�intt�cl u, look th&twa�•. We\l•bo lotew·th.c­
people depicted in t

.
hi� ��ric.�1,: �ould have cold )'<>LI h�)',\• unc;\lrny the Hkel).e-sses a.rc--pr9J.t1�1.,

of a phott)-,realistic style we might have said ,v:.\� borfuwc,:I frotn cbc: arti$(1i. fri.t1)d B..>b BiF":<:htle

(whose lmage is included in the $t!t'ies). Except Redule tried m t:rk.k us. lntorhinlit'<gth.,,t�� 

w�):; witl1._out imaf,>i.n::ttion; Brennan e1.nbra<.:C$ h..i$ fo\:ercd drearos. D¢<:htlc usr:d l)ii;-t•)C"ma.(irdi.na�

f h. I I I · B • , ,t... •• 1 1,.,·-,,T,.._. on cht' oilict hu,di (.OJ•· c:;ra tsman.s. 1p co , zii:i e a.oc co9y'ince us. 1enn,m S· cet:omca , • � JC.• 

b a d ·c�tc 'ft[!fE$ieflC.l000
foundi:;, raising a middle finger to arrjfki:ll dist:in.crioJli el-W(.--eri arr• n -.; < • • 

and absi:.ra<.tion.
_ .1 I. ....:~nsilM

.c I •)..fu�c)c$c-�--• .. · · · 
I . . fi ,1 . ) a deep rn.elan:u,o y w 

Ever, ar the time t \l::;-set1es was its.t:; \m\n, . 
. . ,. ldret• b���1-

• .1 •• • • ,, lac:e., with b�ll001vt"of1fl.if Lht .
Ce.lc,,ratory inlf1ge,5. The Btg Top,,-,\� ooce- l-'I h:.lPP. P 611rbv no"'v . , h . ar ,.,,rfonnCI''• , . .L. ·.· . , . d even1one.1,n awe OJ t. est .,,, I t ·...,rr at clov,.,r'ls nH.n;-e. ::,tlly tu.an simi;tt!t'. an · · · . . j the c,:rvcty-:J 
I.'-& . d . l • bed b. rhe 11-:awdw..t, am 

the furced joy had be�1, bled from ,he cirws an a ,,or ) 

the side-shQW ha<I becO!ne: co o m1Jch to 1.foar. 
h d titeed. t•P oo- a ·s.)JU�ar ,ir(:..nn·

, ... • ✓ • f -� arid otl)\�ts- a . ,Jespct��
One hundred ve,uii carhe.r. Ger.m;u, ar :i.::. . 

,. th�r. thot, whh ,o; .. · 
d. h ... 1.mease ot · · n.n,cot•

d beautv of .F�--p,ressi·onh:tn a.Tl c i.. . ' . 
. � 'rH>lll' ,.,-..i'l'I ro-. 

.,-.nee. The dcca e.nt ' , 
. � 11 -.ow hatl' a,1)ew-c.llior.t • the .:1.J!lP-

1· {l _. d a.o incr:ndtaC"\' wor < ' t 
� f also c�l 

tm� ofc1.baret h.igh ;:i :e.arni 
. . - . 

•t· tt theye<>n5titut<:L' 
�

r 
� tii:-.:-o 311;�r

j . . l ·-- b ,k ,,,d the muie . 
. $ " f¢1 , . 

.,.,.. eople picture<.: m t )l;,; oc. 1 
i 1 fial1,ei:; 10 l · 

, 11C P f I . !l'l(l$t 1nflL1C-nc � 0 

c.J\'Clil \\lCfC -SoJll� O _ t "\e 
o( c:,tt:1naio1>, Among

,h� cimL'· A,,is,s .-,f ;i.;,'(',(1mplishmcm. �{useum l�ade1$, �lk-ri$t'S, <·1.,lle1;r,:,rs, and ,.,ttkS;.
Bl,r: ..:h,;in�e wa$ um1.erv..say. N()t-a t�•w _p,e-.oplc had al�ea,h; 1�a...�-d. Ytt .h' 9,-a;,r/c d.eath lh::i.r

..,.'tnild ,:ou$1uf1 mare rhe tt�n:-fo�matiol\. Tt.-�-as yotit'n. The very pe1,,�,le nm. pi<:turtd here \\.�re­
,-bt� · 0,,e:: who :i wvl1ld ,;:conmuct rh� fot11rc. (O.r. !i:hall \vc say, your pr.:;«:nt.)

B1en11an m�de 1\0 daim c<> ll\ch1sit<t-J\f>�� or OOJUflk:r.cnc:::;.. Oo. ,he c.ontra(�'• hi:'I dw��s
wei:c el'<cirtly �•trsm,.-.1, �mi if ch� paintni.g;; jih:.-tl rht:ir subj��f$ 1>0.ty also shoWtA·l deep fon1.lm:•.$.�.

Snll� though rh� pP.opl..- who p¢.5t':d fur _pnrna:it� mi�ht ha\'e l,«,.1\ frieridi. of d).e?. �i:tis-t,
chis i., ,w (ner.: Midaat}l Bn-Ju-.an Ji.-.11·. Sy vie.tu� ofhif art.c.ntioo. <rnd <>f the dr<un:\rk. lighting,
bold n•lr,rs. ,_,aliaui poi;es he ch,)$� for tlu�m. he f(ansfm:nt1:1.l firfers in bis �n,<l}o in.cp m:ylh. i<.
figi.,res ,...( � gra(ld i:-01110,ntk ..:-tde. 

Tf m1.•ilr ,,f tlti::: people dc:pktt:d i1, the$e p�inti.Jl!:-1$. kn,::,,; mo)1· (l{herls.; h\lrdly m)'!''<Hte kno:w
.� .. 'Ct�"\!.I\C .. Ex..:trr the ar(isc .. He lll:td� lhi:- whole thiu.g llfl-a ixrsi.n,�1 ranthL'"OU ._,{ 1,9tablo: S·.i.o
FrancTh(:in�, with him1d{ <tr rhc cmt<:'-1.'. in cribul�-

Sul'T(1111,dcd. S,1l)S11n11:.-d by 0, m.imcnt, i.� t.ime l.lll$tabl«. :l place \1uiquc, a �l t.'lf ·demi•
g.-,d;; c.onjur1:J by r,he gr<1...:..- oi his TC$()t:Ct .-,nd love.

4-:he ,L, f.)B:ltam;,s �
�t"t�ahfonuili •� 
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