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SECA Art Awards marks
50 years<'of pulling emerging
local artists into the limelight

By Charles Desnnds

TheSECA(SocietyfortheEncouragementofcon-
temporaryArt)ArtAward,anoccasionalprojectof
th.eSanFranciscoMuseumofModermArttorecog-
nizeBayAreaartists,celebratesits5othanniversary
beginningJuly 15. That is the date its associated,
closelywatchedexhibitionopens-tothepublic.The
show runs through Sept. 17.

This year, there are five recipients, chosen from
amongthemostexcitingartistsworkingintheregion
at the moment. The winners are Liam Everett, Alicia
Mccarthy, Sean MCFarland, K.R.M. Mooney and
LindseyWhite.ThefinalistsalsoincludedAmyBal-
kin, Nate Boyce, Will Brown (a three-person collec-
tive,ofwhichLindseywhiteisapart),Ajitchauhan,
Ala Ebtekar, Constance Hockaday, Cybele Lyle,
Mads lynnerup, Ben Peterson, Richard T. Walker
andMayWilson.

Thewinnersthisyeareachwhlhaveadiscre~te
galleryinthemuseumforaone-personshow.Aswe
waittoseewhattheyandexhibitioncuratorsJenny
Gheith and Erin O'Toole have concocted, it is a good
timetoconsidertheawardanditsmeaningforart
and audiences today.

Allmuseumsthatdealinanywaywiththeefforts
of living artists must determine the scope of their
programs.Theworidisvast,andtheworkphiloso-
phies and methods of artists wildly varied. For any
museumtoevenskimthesurfaceofallcontemporary
artwouldbelogisticallyandfmanciallyimpossible.

Some institutions - generally the smaller ones -
servetheirlocalaudienceandsavemoneybyfocusing
on artists close at hand. But even the most ambitious
museums usually demonstrate some interest in art-
ists who work in their communities.

It is never enough. Artists passed over will demand

Photos by Nicole Boliaux / The Chronicle

2017 SECA Art Award winner Alitia Mccarthy
uses spray paint, above, for her piece at the Sam
Fhan€is€o Museum of Modern Art, left.

2017 §ECA Art Award Exhibition= 10 a.in.-5 p.in.
Fridays-Tuesdays; 10 a.in.-9 p.in. Thursdays. July 15-
Sept.17. Sl9-$25; ages 18 and younger free. San Fran-
cisco Museum of Modern Art,151 Third St„ S.F. (415)
357-4000. www.sfmoma.org

theirtum;museumattendeesandsupporterswin
have their own favorites.

Andyet,inthemidstofsuchpressureforinclu-
sion, everyone wants high standards. Curators, who
willmakethechoices,havetheirintegritytomaintain
-riottomentiontheireareervisibilityintheeyesof
colleaguesintheirfield.Thecommunitywantsto
knowiti§gettingthebestthemuseumcanoffer.And
artists,mostofall,knowthatthemostimportant
externalmeasureoftheirworkisthesettinginwhich
itisshown,thecompanyofartistsamongwhomthey
are seerl.

ThesanFranciscoMuseumofModeinArtwas

SECA coedinues on Dage 19
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onceadependableoutletfortheadvancedartof
ourregionandanenthusiasticfanofarti§tshere.It
alsostruggledwithareputationasprovincial.

Themuseumtodayisfarricherandlarger,
grownfromarobustexhibitioncenterinthecorri-
dorsandupperroomsoftheoldWar.Memorial
buildingintothelargestmodermartmuseuminthe
U.S.Itsprogramhasgrownapacewithitsfacility,
expandingitsintemationalportfolioandprofile.

Lookingbackoverthepast5oyearsofSECA
Awards, one fmds, of course, evidence of fads and
fashionsinart,butalsoasuxprisingnumberof
artistswhohaveplayedavitalroleintheBayArea
for decades.

(There is also - and this is no surprise - a siz-
ablenumberofpeoplevyhoweremissed.Theab-
sence of names like Robert Bechtle, Lynn Hersh-
man,TomMarioniandPaulKosfrompastlistsof
winners ~ or, say, Guggenheim fellows Chris Sol-
larsandStephanieSyjucoinrecentyears-maybe
traceabletosECA'saimtoidentify"emerging"
artists.)

Ithinkit'sfairtosaythatmanywhobuiltand
maintaincareersherewereaidedbytheaward-
see,forexample,thecommentsofsixawardeesin
this issue of Datebook. If nothing else, it seems to
helpanartistwinteachingpositionsandcontin-
uedexposureinregionalgalleries.

AIthesametime,relativelyfewseemtohave
builtasolidmarketfortheirworkoutsidetheBay
Area.BothBaITyMCGeeandKotaEzawapointout
thattheirNewYorksuccessprecededtheirselec-
tion for the award.

Theindefatigablecollectorandgreatboosterof
Northerri California art Rene di Rosa said he saw
valueinsupporting"theereativeunderdogs"of the
region.Ilovethesentiment,but1don'tthinkart-
istshereneedcharityasrquchastheydoprofes-
sionaleareersupportbeyondourtemperatebub-
ble,

ASECAAwardexhfoitionatSFMOMAtoday
placesanartist'sworkinwhatis,bydefinitinn,an
international context. Is there more that could be
done?Themuseum'sengagementwithmuseums,
collectorsandartistsworldwideplacesitatavalu-
ablenexus.Theariworldpowerthatderivesfrom
itseuratorialexpertise,collectionresourcesand
financialhealthissignificant.

Ifthereistobearl€xtstepfortheSEC and,
itwilldependuponSFMOMA'sability-aidedby
allofuswhocaredeeplyaboutourartistsandthe
culturalhealthofourcommunity-flotonlyto
celebrateherebutprojectabroadourprideinthe-
richness that surrounds us.

Charles Desmarais is The Son Francisco Cbrohicl€'S
artcri`tic.Email..cdesmarvis@sficbroni€le.coupe
Twitter.. @Arigayl

© Gay Outlaw

Gay Outlaw, "Nest" {1ggg); pencils, glue.

courtesy Rigo 23

Rigo 23, "Geronimo" (1997).

© Desifee HOLman

Desir6e Holman, "At the Kitchen Table
With Football" (2oo7); colored pencil on
Paper.




