
onor curator    ,pT8f tri i,,in
Ganz hired by L.A.'s Getty
By Chndes nesmarais

The I. Paul Getty Mu-
seum in Los Angeles has
hired James A. Ganz as
senior curator of pho-
tographs. In July, Ganz
will leave his current
position at Sam Francis-
co's Legion of Honor,
where he has seived as
curator of the Achen-'
bach Foundation for
Graphic Arts for lo
years.

The Getty Museum's
collection of photo-
graphs is known across
the world for what Ganz,
in a phone interview,
termed its "tremendous
depth and breadth and
quality." Begun in 1984
with the simultaneous
acquisition of several of
the best-known private
collections in the U.S.
and Europe, the collec-
tion has grown to
15o,ooo works and a
gallery of 7,ooo square
feet.

In the top job, Ganz `
will oversee the work of
six curators plus a large
support staff. Though he
was reluctant to rank
the collection, he said it
is "in the top five in the
U.S., for sure - up there
with the Met, the Na-
tional Gallery and
SFMOMA."

Timothy Potts, direc-
tor of the Getty, in a
statement, called Ganz"a perfect fit with the
mission and scholarly
focus of the Getty's De-
partment of Photo-
graphs."His many years of
curating exhibition~s and
acquiring significant
works will greatly enrich
our collection and the
work of our curatorial
staff," Potts said.

Ganz holds a doctor-
ate in art history from

Randy Dodson / Fine Art Museums of San Francisco

Jim Ganz will become senior curator of
photographs at the I. Paul Getty Museum in July.

Yale University, a mas-
ter's from Williams Col-
lege and an undergradu-
ate degree from Trinity
College. At the Legion of
Honor, his portfolio is
considerably wider than
the photography collec-
tion. The Achenbach
Foundation holds 9o,o`oo
works of graphic art, in
a broad range of media,
dating from the 15th
century forward, and he
is one of three curators.

At the Legion, he said,"I've done painting
shows an.d I've enjoyed
that." In 2ol5, for ex-
ample, he organized the
broad-based exhibition``Jewel City: Art From
Sam Francisco's Panama-
Pacific International
Exposition."

He began his career at
the Sterling and Fran-
cine Clark Art Institute
in Williamstown, Mass.,
where he established thea

photography collection.
The renewed focus on
photography, he said,"will be a relief from the
treadmill I'm now on"
where he is in a depart-
ment and a museum
with a smaller staff.

According to Ganz,
discussions with the
Getty began in Septem-
ber, but his departure
from the Legion of Hon-
or creates a new person-
nel challenge for the
Fine Arts Museums of
Sa]i Francisco, of which
it is- a part. It follows
upon the announcement
last wtek of FAMSF
Director Max Hollein's
niove to the Metropol-
itan Museum of Art in
New York.
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