
Leonardo
painting
to stop in
S.F. briefly
Rare work to be on view
for 3 days before auction
By Charles Desmarais

Oneoftherarestworksofartinprivatehands,
apaintingbytheltalianRenaissancemaster
Leonardo da Vinci, will be exhibited in Sam Fran-
ciscoforjustthreedaysnextweek."Salvator
Muhdi," depicting Christ in a serene pose as"savioroftheworld,"waspaintedaround15oo
and lost for centuries. It has not been shown in
the U.S. since its rediscovery in 2oo5.

Theworkwillbedisplayedaspartofapresale
exhibitionpresentedbytheauctionhouseChris-
tie's,whichplanstosellthepaintinginNewYork
inNovemberwithasaleestimate"inther6gionof
$1oomillion."Thatpricewouldsetarecordfor
saleofanOldMasterspaintingatauction.

Theexhibitionwillbeonviewtothepublicat
Minnesota street project from oct. 18 to 2o. It is
apparentlythefirstexhibitioneverintheBay
AreaofapaintingbyLeonardo.In2oo8,the
LegionofHonorpresentedashowofl5draw-
ings;----------------.-----=----------,---.-------..---.,L

Thepaintingisoneofabout15inexistencethat
arewidelyacceptedbyscholarsasworksby
Leonardo. Its history is almost as colorful as the
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Christfigure'svoluminousblue
robe and vivid tones of flesh.
CommissionedbyKingLouis
XIIofFranceandpaintedbe-
tween15o6and1513,itPassed
throughseveralnobleBritish
collectionsuntilitdisappeared
after a sale in 1763.

It resurfaced, at that time
misattributed to a follower of
Leonardo, in 19oo, then was lost
againuntil1958whenitspldfor
just 45 British pounds. In 2oo5,
itwaspurchasedfromaLouisi-
anaestatesalefor$1o,ooobya
consortium of art dealers and
investors who spent six years
havingtheworkcleanedand'
studied. It was unveiled as a
workbythemasterina2oll
exhibition at the National Gal-
lery, London. The picture was
sold for $8o million in 2ol3 and

promptlyresoldfor$127.5mil-
1ion to a Russian billionaire,
Dmitry Rybolovlev.

A Christie's spokeswoman
explainedtheauctionhchse's
considerablylowerestimatevia
email. ``There are no direct
comparablesforaworkbythis
artist and of this art historical
significance. Our estimate is
considerablyhigherthana.ny
OldMasterspaintingprevi-
ously sold at auction." She cited
the2oolsaleofaworkbyPeter
Paul Rubens at 5o million Brit-
ish pounds as the record. "We
wantedtoputanestimateon
the work that would entice
bidders."

By telephone, the spokes-
womansaidtheworkisbeing
shown first in Sam Francisto
because interest in the sale will
be ``beyond art collectors." She
describedpotentialbuyersas

Christie's

"Salvator Mundi" (c?. 15oo), one of the few known paintings
by Leonardo da Vinci, will be on viewi in S.F. for three days.

Christie's Post-War and Con-
temporary Art auction pre-
view: 11 a.in.-5 p.in. Wednesday-
Friday, Oct.18-20. Free. Minne-
sota Street Project,1275 Minne-
sota St., S.F. (415) 243-0825.
www.minnesotastreetproject.
Com

"car collectors, science collec-
tors - people who are interest-
edintherarest,mostsignif-
icantobjects.''

``San Francisco is the place
wherethosepeoplewillbe,"she
said.  ,

The Leonardo work will be
sold, suprisingly, as part of
Christie's contemporary art
sale. Other offerings to be
shown in Sam Francisco include
majorworksbywillemde
Kooning(19o4-1997),Jackson
Pollock (1912-1956) and others.
AndyWarhol'shugepainting"Sixty Last Suppers," one of the
artist's final works, will also be
sold, but will not travel to the
BayArea.

Charles Desmarais is The San
Franci§co Cbronicle's art critic.
Email.. cdesmarais@
sf ichronicle.com Tevitter.. @Art
guyl


