
Raising the stakes in
Stanley Cup side bet
By Charles Desmarais

Itseemedlikeagoodbetat
the time.

AfterthesanJoseshark.s
andPittsburghPenguinsmade
ittotheStanleyCupFinals,
Pittsburgh'sCamegieMuseum
ofArtchallengedthesanJose
MuseumofArttdawageron
Twitter: "If the @SanJose

Sharkswin,weloananartwork
to @sjmusart. WHEN the
@penguinswin,the'yloanone
to us.„

TheCamegieisoneofthe
country'sgreatmuseums,with
acollectionofmorethan3o,ooo
wiorksofartassembledoverits
121-yearhistory.Bycontrast,the
SanJoseMuseumwasfounded

Museum Cup coretinues on E3

San Jose Museum of Art

Larry Sultan's "Mom Posing by Green Wall ..." would be loaned
toaPhiladelphiamuseumifthe,PenguinswintheNHLtitle.
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Carnegie Museum of Art

A better offer to Pittsburgh might be Lawrence Gipe's 1989 "Painting # 3,'', left; Sam Jose might enjoy Pierre Bonnard's ``The Full Length Mirror" (iglo).

Museuffls face off over a potted plant
Museum Cup fhom Page El

asasmallishgaiferyin1969;it
hasgrownbyleapsand   I
bounds since then, but no one
wouldcallits2,ooo-object
collectionanythingmorethan
ambitious.So,fortheBayArea
museum, what was there to
lose?SJMAtweeteditsre-
sponse: ``Great collection ...
Can't wait to see what we'll
get.,,

Thatwaslastweek,before
theSharksdroppeditsfirst
tworoadgamesinthebest-of-
seven series. And now we are
committed to the Twitter
hashtag#Museumcup.
Tweeted @cmoa, "2 down, 2 to
go,@sjmusart!We'reclearing
wallspacefortheartwork
you'1lbesendingwhenthe
erenguinswin."

Should we be wo]ried?
Well,theoddsmayb-eagainst
us,butlet'sConsiderthe
stakes. When the Seattle Art
Museum and the Clark Art
Institute in Massachusetts

madeaSuperBowlbetlastyear
(thesecompetitionscomeup
withincreasingfrequency),the
dealwasanll-by-17-footAlbert
Bierstadt for a Winslow Homer
masterpiece. On Wednesday,
thepittsburghandsanJose
quuseumsgavemethefirstlook
at their ante, and I think we've
been snookered.

Someone could write a dis-
sertationonthesignificanceof
theartistMelBochner(.actu-
ally, someone has: Derek Weil-
er's 6o7-page "Serial Aesthetics
andtheConceptofTechnique:
Mel Bochner and the 196os"
earned him a doctorate from
NewYorkUniversityin2ol3).
He'samajorAmericanartist.

Butcontextiseverythingin
art,andI'mreadytostartapool
on how loud the ridicule will be
when,ifitevercomestothat,
SharksfansgetaloadofBochn-
er's 1969 work, "Measurement:
Plant (Palm)." Because, for all
theweightyconceptualsub-
jectivitytheartistbringstohis
bodyofwork,thepieceisstill,

Carnegle Museum of Art

``Measurement: Plant
(Palm)," by Mel Bochner.

objectively, this: a potted plant.
AndwhatdoesPittsburgh

getifitsteamwins?Averynice
photograph - in fact, an im-
portantonefromthelateLarry
Sultan's "Pictures From Home"
series. Set adrift from the se-
ries,though,andwithoutthe
knowledgethatthephotograph

is a work of fiction, "Mom
PosingbyGreenWallandDad
Watchingrv.''(1984)isa
thumbintheeyetosportsfans,
ataleofalonelybaseba|lwid-
owandherheedlessspouse.

Susan Krane, director of the
SanJoseMuseumofArt,
makesclearthatit'sallingood
fun,pointingoutthat``we're
talkingaboutateamwhose
mascot is a stuffed shark." Still,
I propose we renegotiate. Giv-
enPittsburgh'shistoryasan
industrialcapital,andthe
Camegie'sspectacularlyrich
collection, Sam Jose should
offer Oakland artist Lawrence
Gipe'sbroodingportraitof
guardedprosperity,withits
red-letteredmottoforwinners,
"Possession."

Andthere'splentyl'dloveto
seecomehere,but1imaginea
goodonetobringtoSharks
Territorymightbebyanartist
to`whomtheBayAreahas
recentlybeenexposed.Some-
onelikePierreBonnard,
whose"TheFullLqugthMir-

for"fromigio,withavolup-
tuousnudeadmiringherself,
hercrinolinescascadingfrom
hooksonthewall,wouldsurely
please.

Update:Afterthisarticlewas
postedonline,butbeforeitwent
toprint,theCamegieMuseum
ofArttweeted,"Thingis,
Bochner'sfroin#Pgh&Bonnard
isnot!"Shiftingrulesnotwith-
standing,myproposalwasto
renegotiate the arrangement. In
thatspirit,San]osecouldaskfor
aniceAndyWarhol,MaryCas-
satt or Philip Pearlstein. Or
perhapsasmallworkwithbig
impactthat1ampartialto,the
African American master Ro-
mare Bearden's "Pittsburgh
Memories"(ig84),atolorful
collagethatwouldbeablue-
collarpendanttotheGipecri-
tiqueofprivilege.
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