
Artist documentary
hardly a masterpiece,
By Charles Desmarals

DavidHockneyisoneofthe
world's most beloved living   '
artists,familiartonewBay
AreafansfromthedeYoung
Museum's blockbuster 2ol3
retrospective,butregularly
visible here - including at the
Sam Francisco Museum of Mod-
ern Art and even the Sam Fran-
cisco Opera - since the 1970s.
A new documentary, "Hock-
ney,"strainsovernearlytwo
hourstocapitalizeonthataffec-
tion,butneverquitesucceeds
ingettingusascloseaswe
inightwish.

That's Surprising, because all
the elements would seem to be
there. This is director Randall
Wright's seqrond.filrfunthe   1    r
fiEE

Hockhey
Documentary. Directed by
RandaLL wright. (Not
rated.112 minutes.)

E To see a trailer:
https://youtu.be/TUsjBK3q58k

artist, and he had what seems
extraordinaryaccessbothto
Hockney'smostintimatecircle
of friends and to his archive of
photographs and home movies.

Welearmalotfromglimpses
oflifeinhisdrearyindustrial
hometown of Bradford, En -
gland,coritrastedwithrecent
shots of him at his adopted
home in the Hollywood Hills,
allbrightlymulticoloreddecks
and structures, set in an idyllic  `,
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DavidHockney(left)andformerboyfriendPeterSchlesinger.

subtrqpicalgarden.
Andther.earetotlchingper-

sonal moments -some of sur-
prisingarthistoricalresonance,
likethepricelessimageof
Hockneyspooningonabed
withthefamousMetrop,plitan

`,

I

Mu;eumofArtcuratorHenry
Geldzahler.

Thereiswhatonehopesisa
prematurelyelegiactonetothe
film, though, that creates the
seriseofanerapassed.At78,
Hockneycontinuestocreate

and to innovate, we are told, but
ratherthanalivelycreative
intelligence, we see a mourning,
mooningsoul.Andthefilm
fails to describe the full arc of
Hockney's work and career - it
isclearlyaddressedtothose
whoalreadyknowthatbasic
story.

Thefilm'sreleasecoincides
withthepublicationinAugust
of an extensive update of "A
Bigger Message: Conversations
With David Hockney," by Spec-
tator art critic Martin Gayford.
Drawnon15yearsofinter-
views,pacedthroughc}utby
Gayford'sbiographicalnarra-
tive and expository insights, the
small-formatpaperbackcon-
tains only postcard-size il- .
1ustrations. But it has an energy
andvividnessthatcanonlybe
called cinematic.
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