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night lively museum exhibitions to see
By Charles Desmarals

Forsomepeople,thenewyearstarts
on]an.1; for others, spring is the most
potent signal of renewal. In the place
outsideofgeographythatmanycallthe
art world, however, it is the fall season
thatdemarcatesthepassageoftime.

TheBayAreawillseealivelymixof
visualartthisautumn,fromtheconcep-
tualtothespiritual,thehistoricaltothe
artthatismakingnewhistory.Thecom-
mercialgallerysceneisjusttoolargeto
surveyhere-it'sworththeenergyit
requires,butpaceyourself.Meanwhile,
here are the museum-level shows in
publicinstitutionsthatanchorfall2olg.
"Vincentfecteau"ThefamousBay
Area artist no one seems to know, Vin-
cent Fecteau is a MacArthur Fellow,
havingbeenawardedtheso-calledge-
nius grant in 2ol6. He has been invited to
participateinmajorintemationalexhi-
bitionsandisrepresentedbyatopNew
Yorkgallery.Yetithasbeenmorethan15
years since Fecteau has shown in San
Francisco, his home since 1991. The
CaliforniaCollegeoftheArts'Wattis
Instituteaddressesthegapwithan
exhibitionofnewworks,allpainstak-
inglycraftedfromsimplematerialsat
hand.

Noon-6 p.in., Tuesdays-Saturdays. Sept.
§-Nov. 9. Free. CCA Wiattis Institute, 36o
Karrsas St., S.F. 415-355-9670. bttps.. //
wattis.ore
" The Melancholy Museum: Love,
DeathandMoumingatStanford"
Artist Mark Dion and his curatorial
collaborators at Stanford's Cantor Arts
Centerhavespentthepastyear,onand
off,delvingintothemuseum'soriginal
Stanfordfamilycollection,searching for
theobjectsandinsightsDionwilluseto
fleshoutanewinstitutionalhistory.The
exhibition marks the Cantor's 125th
anniversary, and Dion is known for
tellingreinterpretationsofunmined
e.ultural troves.

lla.in.-5P.in.,Wednesday-Monday.,until
8P.in.Tbursdays.Sept.I8-ongoing.Free.
CantorArtscenter,Stanforduniversity,
328 Ijomita Drive, Stanf iond. 65o-723-4177.
bttps..//museum.stanfiord.edu

Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, ``The Uprising" (2ol6). Hinkle's
work will be presented at SFMOMA.

``Terry Fox: Resonance" Billed as "a
rovingexhibition,"thisexhibitionlooks
attheworkofthehighlyinfluential,if
stubbomlyenigmatic,BayAreaconcep-
tualist Terry Fox. Venues include 871
Fine Arts, the CCA Wattis Institute for
ContemporaryArts,CushionWorks,
Grace Cathedral, the Lab, UC Berkeley
Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive,
and the libraries of the Sam Fhancisco Art
Institute and the Sam Francisco Museum
of Modern Art. How can one resist a
show that promises to include Fox's 1977
interpretationofafamousritualwalkat
Chartres Cathedral, titled ``The Laby-
rinth Scored for the Purrs of 11 Different
Cats"?

Variousvenues-coasultevebsitesfior
details.Oct.1-Dec.14.Furtberinf;ormation..
415-864-8855.uni)v.tbelab.org

"James Tissot: Fash-
ion & Faith" Celebrat-
ed on both sides of the
Enghish Channel as a
societypainterinthe
187osand'8os,James
Tissotexperienced
what he considered a
religious vision around
1885. In a collaboration
with the Musee d'Or-
say in Paris, the Legion
of Honor will reconsid-
erthefullrangeof
Tissot's work in an
exhibition of some 6o
paintings, plus works
onpaperandcloisonne
enamels.

9:Boa.in.-5..15fi.in.
Tuesday -Sunday. Oct.
12-Feb. 9. $13-$28. Le-

gion of Honor,1oo 34th
Ave., S.F. 415-750-3600.
bttps..//legionofl]onor.
fausfiorg
``No Spectators: The
ArtofBumingMan"
Ifyou'veneverbeento
BumingMan,this
exhibitionreportedly
providesagcodover-
view of the visual art
offeringsatthedistant,

dusty,disturbinglydeardesertdebauch.
Theshowwasaresoundingsuccessat
the Smithsonian American Art Museum
in Washington, D.C., where it originated.
ThepresentationinOaklandisen-
hancedbya4o-foot-highoutdoortemple
byBayAreasculptorDavidBest,well
knownonthePlayaforthescaleand
ambition of his elaborate works.

lla.in.-5P.in.,Wednesday-Thursday;11
a.in.-1oP.in.,Friday.,1oa.in.-6|J.in.Satur-
day-Sunday. Oct. 12-Feb. 16. $7-Si6. Oak-
landMuseumofcalifiornia,1ooooakst.,
Oakland. 51o-gl8-84oo. htt|J.. //museum
Ca.Org
``Soft Power" Eungie]oo, appointed in
2ol7 as the San FTancisco Museum of
ModemArt'scuratorofcontemporary
art, is the one curator at the museum
whoseportfoliorestssolelyamidthearl

ofthe21stcentury.Herfirstmajorsurvey
exhibition for SFMOMA, therefore, is a
matter of intense interest for those wish-
ingtodivinethemuseum'sfuturepath."Soft Power," an intemational show
featuringnewcommissionsandrecent
workby2oartists,islikelytobethemost
discussed event of the season.

1oa.in.-5fi.in.Fridays-Tuesdays,1o
a.in.-9 P.in. Tbursdays. Oct. 26-Feb.17.
$19-$25; ages 18 and youngerf tree. Son
FranciscoMuseumofModernArt,151Third
St. , S.F. 415-357-4ooo. vow.sf imoma.org
"SoulofaNation:ArtintheAgeof
BlackPower1963-1983"Ablockbust-
er-popularexhibitionthatdoublesasa
deeplyresearchedtreatiseonasignif-
icant period in American art, "Soul of a
Nation"isamust-see.WhyisAfrican
Americanarthavingamoment?This
livelyshow,whichattractedhugeerowds
inLondon,NewYorkandLosAngeles,
goesalongwaytoansweringthatques-
tion.

g..3oa.in.-5..15P.in.Tuesday-Sunday.
Now.9-Marcbl5.$1o-$25;froetbesecond
Saturday each month of the exhibition. De
Young Museum, Golden Gate Park, 5o Ha-
givara Tea Garden Drive, S.F. 415-750-
36oo.won.deyoungfamoforg
``2olgSECAArtAward:Kenyatta
A.C. Hinkle, Sahar Khoury, Marlon
Mullen"Selectedinanexhaustivepro-
cessthatculminatedwith16finalists,the
threeartistsselectedforthisyear'sSE-
CAArtAwardcanberelieduponto
deliveraheadyvarietyofart.The(more
or less) biannual award has launched
manyaBa`yAreacareerformorethan5o
years. For this edition, each artist will be
presentedinherorhisowngallery,giv-
ingthemtheindividualattentionthey
hadalleamedevenbeforebeingtapped
bysFMOMA.

1oa.in.-5P.in.Fridays-Tuesdays,1o
a.in.-9fi.in.Tbursdays.Nov.16-Aprill2.
$19-$25; ages 18 andyoungerfiree. Son
FranciscoMuseumofModernArt,151Tbind
St. , S.F. 415-357-4ooo. owev.sf imoma.org

Charles Desmarais is The San Francisco
Cbronicle's art critic. Email.. cdesmarais@
sfichronicle.comFreequeeklyneevsletter..
http..//bit.ly/ArtgayRevievs


