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Talepasand on pleasure, Iran
Serious art galleries don't .

seemtoknowjustwhattodo
with the work of Taravat Tale-
pasand,and1cari'tsay1blame
them. Nudity is easy, but art
thatreferencespomographyis
harderto`presentin apolite    `
venue. Drugs, ditto.

Toughestofall,however,is
the matter of blasphemy, as it
mightbeinterpretedbysome
conservative adherents of Is-
lam. Not that I woulld be the one
tojudge,butJTalepasanduses
religious symbols in much of
her work, as she does in "Yeki
'Bood, Yeki Nabood, Once Was,
Once Wasn't," an exhibition at
JackFischerGallerythrough
June 30.

Thedaughteroflraniin
parents,Talepasandwasborn
in the United States in 1979. She

` is now the`chair of the painting
department at the Sam F+ancis-
co Art Institute. (Full disclo-
sure:Shewiasapbointedtothe
SFAIfacultywellaftermyten-
ure as president there.)

There havebeen someexcel-
lent small exhibitions of her
work in the Bay Area - this is
one of them - and it was an-
nourlced this week that her
work would be included in the
„/,

Taravat Tatepasahd: ``Yeki
Bood, Yeki Nabood, Once Was,
Once Wasn't'': 11:00 a.in,-5:30
p.in., Tuesdays-Saturdays.
Through June 30. Free. Jack
Fischer Gal[e+y,1275 Minnesota
St., S.F. 415-522-1178. www.jack  J
fischergaLLery.com

important "Bay Area Now"
exhibition at Yerba Buena Cen-
ter for the Arts this fall. Yet the
complexityofideasandbreadth
of themes, trea`ted in a wide
variety of media, makes me
thinkthatthi's`isanartistready
forabroadersurvey-iallthe
more called for because each
show is quite different from the
last, and 'there's no overarching
verbalrapmeahttoneatlytieit
all together.
`  Fo+ this outing, the artist

expandso'nthePersiaritradi-
tion of "Fal-e Ha fez," Qr con-
sultingtarot-1ikeillustrated
cardsbasedonthewritingsof
the 14th century Sufi inystic\
andpoetHafez.Luridpink`
canvasespaintedwithblue
legends in Farsi, bedecked with
imagesofbeautifulyoung\wom-
en, line two walls of the small
gallery.Attheendoftheroolri

i`sagaudyportraitofawoman
with a shawl on her head, torn
jeansanda`baredbreast(the
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texts with their references to
wine and pleasure, those famil-
iar with the Old Testament
mightthinkofthesongof     I
Songs,theBible'ssexymeta-
phor for divine love. Talepa-
sand's art deals in symbols, too,
where the free pursuit of plea-
sure stands for self-determina-

)

tion. She has made here a sa-
credspaceofaSort,butonethat
isassuredlyoutofste`pwith
current official Iranian policy,
as we understand it, on alcohol,
popul`arcultureandtheplaceof
Women.

Which helps explain the title,
whichcanbereadinjoyous
terms or baleful, of that colorful
pictureglowinglycommanding
the room. "Westoxicated" is its
name.
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