
Treasure Island
finalists named
for alf projects
By Charles Desmarais

Finalistsforthefirstthreemajorpublicin
projectstobeinstalledaspartoftheredevel-
opmentofsanFrancisco'sTreasurelslandare
expectedtobeapprovedbyacitypanelwednes-
day.

Eachofthethreeworksisbudgetedat$1mil-
1ion to $2 million. Seven artists and one alternate
willbenamedtocompete.

All the artists have earned international atten-
tion.TheyincludeAiWeiwei,theChineseartist
whose multiroom installation on Alcatraz was a
BayAreasensation,andBritishsculptorAndy
Goldsworthy,thecreatoroffourpopularworksin
the Presidio made from natural found materials.

Also on the short list are Chakaia Booker, An-
tonyGormley,Jorgepardo,Hiroshisugimotoand
PaeWhite.SanFranciscoenvironmentalsculptor
Ned Kahn was named as an altemate.

Theartworksarebeingcommissionedinac-
cordance with the Treasure Island Arts Master
Plan.Aselectionpanelwillpresenttherecom-
mendationsWednesdayatameetingofthecity
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Arts Commission's visual arts
commit`tee.Theyarelikelytobe
approvedthesamedaybytheTrea-
sure Island Arts Steering Commit-
tee.

The artists will receive up to
$5,ooo apiece per site to develop
theirproposals.AiandBookerwill
eachbeaskedtomakeproposalsfor
two of the three sites where art is to
be installed.

The sites are:
» Building 1 Plaza, located in front
of the historic structure known as
Building1,theoldNavyadministra-
tionbuildingthathasalsobeen
used as a museum. Ai, Booker and
W.hite would be asked to make
proposalsforartworkwithabud-
getof$1million.Kahnwouldbean
alternate.
tt Waterfront Plaza, located along
the shoreline facing Sam Francisco,

nearaproposedferryterminal.Ai,
GormleyandPardowouldcompete
fora$2millionbudgetedartwork.
}} A new Yerba Buena Hilltop Park,
where Sugimoto, Booker and Golds-
worthywouldsubmitproposalsfor
abudgeted$2millionartwork.

Theartistswereselectedbya
panelconsistingofArtsCommis-
sionpresidentJDBeltran;Jan'et
Bishop, curator at the Sam Francisco
Museum of Modern Art; Mika
Yoshitake, curator at the Smithson -
ian's Hirshhorn Museum and
Sculpture Garden in Washington,
D.C.; Chris Meany, representing
TreasurelslanddeveloperWilson
Meany; and Fei Tsen, president of
the Treasure Island Development
Authority.

Charles Desmarais is The san
Francisco Cbronicle's art critic.
Email.. cdesmarais@sf icbronicle. com
Tevitter.. @Artguyl
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Finalists for public art at Building 1 Plaza on Treasure Island`include Ai Weiwei, Chakaia
Booker and Pae White, with Ned Kahn as an alternate. All have earned international acclaim.


