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SFMOM adds curator
for 21st century works

In a surprise move, the Sam
Francisco Museum of Modern
Art has announced the estab-
lishmentofanewposition,
curatorofcontemporaryart.
Eungie]oo,aperipateticcura-
torwithanintemationalpro-
file,willassumetheroleJunel.

Givenitsengagementwith
living artists and its strong
reputationforcollectingand
exhibitingpost-WorldWarll
art, one might have assumed
thatcontemporaryspecialists
abound among SFMOMA's 2o
full-time curators. However,
says Ruth Berson, SFMOMA's
deputydirectorofcuratorial
affairs, contemporary art -
which the museum a,onsiders to
be"theariofthe21st'tcentury"
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- "isn't their sole and primary
focus,whichis,whatweare
doingwiththeappointmentof
Eungie.„

Joo(whoseiirstnameispro-
nounced "UN-jee"), told The
Chroniclethatshebegandis-
cussionofapossibleposition
with SFMOMA Director Neal
Benezralastyear,whenshe
camefortheopeningofthenew
building. She was appointed
afteravettingprocessthat
included interviews with Ber-
son and Benezra, as well as
meetings with trustees and
senior staff. She will lead a new
curatorial department, one of
fivecollectingunitsinthemu-
seum,andwillreporttoBer-
Son,

``1thinkthatonaday-to-day
basis,we'relookingforthemix
tobeeverricherandforEungie
tobeconveningconversations
across the curatorial depart-
ments," Berson said. "We have
lots more gallery space, so
there's a lot more room for a lot
more curatorial voices."

SaidJoo, "When I saw the
museum ... I was so impressed
bythisparticularsituationof
beingabletoshowamajor
moderncollectionalongside
temporaryexhibitions,which
would be modern and contem-
poraiv,andwhatthatmightdo
for institutions on the West
Coast. Because I did live in the
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Joo'spastworkpositionsher
welltohelpthemuseumex-
panditscontemporary.offer-
ings. As curator of education
andpublicprogramsattheNew
Muset*m in New York from
2oo7t62ol2,sheledeffortsto
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createwhatthat'institution
calls "a new model for curatori-
alpractice."Theprogramwasa
partnershipwithorganizations
in South Korea, Mexico, Egypt I
and the Netherlands. She curat-
ed the 2ol2 New Museum exhi-
bition "The Ungovernables,"
which was notable for its in-
ternational reach - of its
roughly5oartists,onlyfour
were born in the United States.

Joo, 48, was curator of the
;,` 2ol5 Shariah Biennial in thet United Arab Emirates, which

presentedtheworkof5oartists
from 25 nations and featured
manycommissionednew
works and performances. She
mostrecentlyservedasartistic
directorofthe5thAnyang
(Korea) Public Art project, a
city-sponsoredeventforwhich
shecommissionedworksby23
Korean and international art-
ists.

In2009,Joowascommis-
sioner of the Korean Pavilion at
the 53rd Venice Biennale. She
wasthefoundingdirectorand
curatorofthegalleryattheRoy
andEdnaDisney/CalArtsThe-
ater in Los Angeles, serving
from 2oo3 to 2oo7. She is a grad-
uateofvassarCollegeand
holds a doctorate from the
DepartmentofEthnicStudies
at UC Berkeley.
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