
CHARLES DESMARAIS Art

A subscription of
unusual statements

TheThingishardtodescribe.
It'saquarterlyartpublication,
buttheonlyobjectasubscriber
willneverfindinthemailisa
bookormagazine.Youmight,
though,receivea"trap-and-
releaseset"conceivedbyLos
AngelesartistAmandaRoss-
Hoforcatchingspidersand
otherinsects.Itconsistsofa
hand-blowndrinkingglassand
-tohelpyoureorientunwant-
edvisitinginvertebratesTa
mapoftheworld.

Earlierissueshaveincluded
anartist-designedboomerang,
anonion-cuttingboardin-
scribedwithatear-jerkerstory
andaDaveEggers-authored
showercurtain.

Celebratingitslothanniver-
sarythisyear,theThingwas
foundedasanexperimental
projectbyartistsJonnHer-
schendandWillRogan.Its
circulationhoversbetween7oo
andl,ooo,Herschendsaidina
email,withsubscribersacross
theo.S.and``astrongpresence'"
inFrance,Germany,Japan,
Mexicocityandtheunited
Kingdom.Individualissuesare
alsosoldatafewcontemporary
museums(theNewMuseum
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andP.S.1inNewYork,theHam-
merinLosAngeles)andbook-
stores, and atthe quarterly's   -
offlceat4470'FarrellSt.where,
Herschendsaid,``Wearealways
upformakingsomeonean
espresso."

Thinglssue32,dreamedup
byaDutchdesigncollective
calledExperimentalJetset,isa
ponchoinboldblack-and-
white,"1ooo/ocottonandmade
insouthcarolina.''Itmight
lookparticularlygoodatapro-
test-thoughitcouldcomein
handy,too,oncertaindates.
Spreadyourarmsandaone-
wordsentence-punctuatedin
SpanishbutreadableinEnglish
andseveralotherlanguages-
fairlyshoutsfromtheweave.

"iNo!"itsays.

CbarlesDesmardisisThesan
Fradciscocbronicle'Sartcritic.
Email.. cdesmarais@
sfichronicle.comTevitter..
@Artgayl

Anna-Alexia Basile / The Thing

Issue 32 of the Thing sends an unambiguous message, the
latest distinctive installment sent to subscribers..


