
Sense, Dollars and Art
Regarding "A Matter of sense,      At the same time, we will publish

I     Not  Dollars,''  commentary  by      the first major book on the work
Times   art   critic   Christopher      of this very important artist from
unigE:£tpseee;Ei9a);rdfnary polemic      S°uthemc%alfi°LmE£S.DESMA-RA|s

_-2 #irming the importance of John             Director, I.aguna Art Museum
?ilcLaughlin  as  the  "first,  major,-:#rggd#:u:he¥nREIF
i,-` well-taken.

How many California artists of
that era are represented by works
i}i the collections of some 35 top
Tnuseums,   including   the   Al-
::iright-Knox Art Gallery, Art In-
^` rjtute of Chicago, Baltimore Mu-
±eum   of   Art,   Corcoran   Art
I =rallery,  Hirshhom  Museum  and

it      :Sculpture   Garden,   Metropolitan
``[useum of Art, Museum of Mod-
•3m   Art,   National   Museum   of
`_american Art and Whitney Mu-
`` Bum of American Art?

I would dispute Knight's state-
: 'ient that "there is no place in the
•\9Lrorld .  .  . to see a full, represen-
l ative  display"  of  MCLaughlin's
..rt.   The   Kawamura   Museum,
'`ear   Tokyo,   has   a   very   fine,
'tarefully assembled collection of
::ine  paintings,  including  a  rare
:.:totych,  and  13  lithographs.  Of
\f:`ourse,  this  fact  serves  only  to
ijmphasize   a   central   point   of
iiinight's  article:  that  our  region
:oes not sufficiently attend to its
rm cultural heritage.
A  photo  caption  printed  with

I+he article  (surely written by an
``~iditor,   not   by   Knight)   claims,
"No     major     exhibition     of
TMCLaughlin's]   work   has   been

¢+.ompiled."   Before   his   death   in
i976,  MCLaughlin  retrospectives
`,vere mounted by several muse-
..ms around the country.

The I,aguna Art Museum  will
Tjresent the first posthumous ret-
`-ospective Of MCLaughlin's paint-
• ,:igs, which I am organizing, from
-,!.ext Oct. 28 to Jam.15,1995, after

vhich a version of the show win
travel  to  art  museums  in  Balti-
more, Newark, N.J., and Oakland.
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